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Designer | Materiality Design / Stephen Kuo
Participants | Team members of Materiality
Photographer ] Yana Zhezhela, Alek Vatagin
Category | Hair Salon

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | building stone, mirror, metal member, veneer, painted solid wood,

metal railing system, cement mortar
Size | 99m?
Design period | January — February 2015
Completion period | June 2015
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1. Main gate and a hair salon graphic icon, which is transformed from the iconic rotating tube for hair salon
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2. The hair salon is right inside a red-brick warehouse in the Pier-2 Art Center of Kaohsiung. 3. Rich layering in space invites the dynamic energy of
activity

Stephen Kuo’s interest in natural materials find a good analogy in a hair salon design and he even went further to challenge the
typical spatial layout of most hair salons.

Kuo states this design is an experiment that mingles art and architecture. Located inside an old building in the Pier-2 Art Center
of Kaohsiung, the salon has an extra high ceiling in what was a warehouse. The program of the space includes a commercial
hair salon and also houses classrooms, a showroom space and depot for hair care products. The main goal was to not only
attract customers’ attention but also a showcase for the hair salon chain.

To spatial program, contains four categories: education, commercial, display and idea spreading. Stephen envisioned this
sophisticated demand and proposed multiple levels that allow them to mingle in an integral continuity.

The key element of the space is at the mezzanine level and the multiple floor levels create the full energy of the space. The
section displays rich platforms that allow visual wandering from one space to others. This projects a dynamic power among the
spaces from the showroom, commercial zone to product display. The totally transparent layout allows one the freedom to use
the space depending actual needs. Big glass surfaces clad over the salon is a tactic that purposely invites street strollers to
wander inside.

Stephen challenges conventional wisdom that hair salon must have a lavish texture and be embellished with rich colors and
shining objects. He treated this salon purely nakedly with a rustic cement paste surface and red brick walls. The most visible
additional elements are lighting fixtures, utility system and furniture pieces. Display cabinets follow a diamond pattern on the
wall surface thereby allowing users to insert promotion elements of 2D graphic and 3D products.

This bewildering hair salon is indeed a complex to stimulate activity of many kinds; walking inside the space is like in a maze
where one may find something interesting or had never experienced before.
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4. Hair styling area is dominated by scattered lighting fixtures which mingle with reflections from the mirrors 5. Detail that shows two materials joining
together 6. A view from the styling area towards the catwalk 7. A protruding catwalk extends out from the lobby court
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1. Naked surface of red brick and cement covered wall 2. Metal elements
are added to provide necessary support 3. Long tube lighting fixtures
4. One warm color lighting bulb matches one cold color bulb 5. Well
proportioned arrangement of the various inserted objects and elements 6.
Hair salon sign decorated in front of the main gate
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1. Program includes four zones: lounge area, styling area, colored bar
and product display 2. The space is good to promote the product brand
and set a visual impression to the identity of the hair salon chain 3.
Visual penetration and spatial freedom to allow the flexible use of space 4.
Hair styling is proclaimed as an art with a strong visual signature 5. Rich
layering in space creates the dynamic energy of the space
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for conference and teaching classrooms 11. Mezzanine level view 12. The first floor plan 13. Mezzanine level plan
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