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Designers | Ahead Concept Design/ Chun-Sung Yang, Yu-Cheng Lo,
Chung-Da Chuang

Participant ] Hui-Hsuan Tsai

Photographers | Hey!Cheese, Dirk Heindoerfer Photography

Category | Pub

Location | Taiwan

Materials | woodgrain veneer, wheat, rock paint, steel, fiber wood panel,
mahogany

Size | 165m?2

Design period | August to September 2017

Completion period | August to December 2017
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Chun-Sung Yang,
Yu-Cheng Lo
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Ahead Concept Design/ Chun-Sung Yang,
Yu-Cheng Lo

Ahead Concept Design pursues the
most subtle resonance between form
and quality. The space with the soul is
not only in the visual realm, but also
conveys the intriguing charm of its
character. The pursuit of design is not
only about the beauty of stylization, but
also the sensation of consciousness and
response.

Awards: 2017 I-Ding International Design
Award - Dining space category Silver
- 2016 USA IDA Award- Silver - 2016
Germany INSIDE Award - 2016 Japan
JCD Best100 - 2016 Taiwan TID Award -
2016 Iltaly A' Design Award-Gold - 2015
Germany Red Dot Award - 2015 Germany
iF Design Award - 2013 TID Award
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1. Contextually quiet exterior
elevation blends into the street
scene, and the linear decorations
represent the old style window

grilles.
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2. This quintessential pub quietly glowing on the busy street corner. 3. Entry lounge area with distinctive peaceful quality in contrast with a typical bar

restaurant. 4. Open plan bar area, using volume to define space. 5. Floor plan.
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6. The plywood wall shines under the warm light emitting a beer like glow. 7. The design used a lot of
rustic and nostalgic materials to represent the existing context, and then interpreted the contemporary
image. 8. Instead of solid back drop wall at the bar area, the use of a screen allows interaction
between the spaces. 9. Beer dispensing machines in the open bar area, the stainless steel piping and
the linear fixtures that resemble a brewery imagery.

Le BIé d'Or, which is famous for its craft beer has always been a kind of restaurant style
suitable for parties but the Sunmai Bar on Anhe Road is designated to be a different
kind of setting. An intellectual, elegant “drinkery” that only serves beer and light
snacks, similar to a boutique coffee shop for enthusiast. Here, one can appreciate craft
beer taste and fragrance surrounded with unruffled peacefulness.

Serene pub Seeking possibility

Going out for a drink does not necessarily need to be a staggering, crowd-stricken
scene of the night so the Le Blé d’Or marketing team envisioned Sunmai Bar to be a
step outside of the typical Taiwan night club bar scene forming a new concept that
explores a new relationship between place and people. Designer Yang explained:
"From the owner's advertising material, one can see the company is prompting the
concept of “drink about your life.” This particular beer bar is not just for drinking, but a
place for searching your inner self. Finding the design theme amongst my own inner
self opened up the possibility for a pub where one can drink, be oneself and enjoy.
This is the second time Ahead Concept Design and Le Blé d'Or collaborated beginning
with a the beer bar in the Taoyuan Airport terminal. The signature design uses stainless
steel finish through out the project as an interpretation of a brewery. Designer Yang
with vivid impressions of a brewery introduced a slick metal texture and the staff wears
spotless white aprons which give the surroundings a rational intrinsic meaning This is
combined with the brewer who talks about the enthusiastic warmth of the amber liquor.
The contrast between cold and warm form the unique style.

The above-mentioned spatial interpretation naturally led to the design direction,
including distinction from traditional beer bars’ format to the concept that drinking could
be a personal affaire that is similar to walking into a coffee. Therefore, the designer
utilized the concept of place as the starting point. He captured the intellectual feelings
and leisurely paces of the surrounding streets, discarded the avant-garde pub styles
framework, but focused on creating a neighborhood-style, elegant and exquisite, a
Taiwanese pub. Furthermore, by introducing the basic brewing essence, the stainless
steel brewing tank, transport piping, and the warm honey color tone into the design, the
design explores the new possibility of beer bar.

Anecdotes and rebirth

Yang harmonious blending into the street scenes can be seen in the exterior elevation
design. He explained: "The exterior facade has two gray and brown layers to
correspond to the street and existing building relationship. The window remains from its
original appearance and emphasizes a new interpretation of the entrance."
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10. Decorative custom made iron screen, also creates a framed view into the space. 11. Two people seating along the corridor. 12. Yellow copper
inlaid details at solid wooden table and wall. 13. High perform acoustical cement board ceiling with woven bamboo furniture. 14. Unlike a typical bar
backed wall stocked with bottles, here the it is visually transparent using a decorative see-through partition to define the spatial relationship
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1. The exterior facade is made of stone lacquer paint to recreate a
clay wall texture. The entry is a custom made iron door with glass. 2.
The interior plywood partition with vertical grain is a metaphor of the
beer bubbles dynamics. 3. Interior stucco wall with dark color wheat
grains mixed into the finish, which responds to the spatial properties
and deepens the material texture. 4. Using natural material cement
board as a ceiling finish softens and balances out the stainless steel
piping throughout the space. 5. The fixed seating area with bamboo

1. Renounce popular bar space design style, the design originated from local
place awareness to create a space that fits the spirit of the field. 2. The re-
creation of a physical space brand, departing from the traditional commercial
entertaining place into a humanistic lifestyle. 3. Although the space introduces
the architectural vocabulary of Taiwan's old houses, it is only to interpret it in
a contemporary way. 4. in response to the new brand tonality, the concept
purposely reduced the seating capacity, the place is suitable for one person
or couples. 5. Per the owner's request, the stucco wall finish is mixed with
framing. 6. The plywood wall and the solid wooden table with the actual wheat grain to deepen the color. 6. Beer dispensing machine finish
decorative copper pieces. 7. Wash stone finish below the mahogany selection continues a brewery stainless steel pipeline vocabulary with matching
bar countertop. material.
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From the exterior view, one can clearly see the linear details as an interpretation of last generation urban housing with its iron
window grilles. The design intent was to carrying on the city's texture, through the architectural vocabulary to reorganize and
reinterpret. Finding the meaningful beauty that belongs to the island's contemporary beliefs allows the time of the past and the
present to coexist.

Stepping into the main space, the intentionally unfinished plywood partition topped with rough stucco finish wall in a rich yellow
hue straightforwardly resemble the image of beer with the upper rammed earth wall representing beer foam, Yang explained:
“the owner really liked the visual image of beer but also hoped for a non conventional rendition. So the team went to the brewery
where we found brown and black wheat grains to mix into the stucco to create a stronger color and textural contrast." Liberally
use of natural materials as interior finishes are a metaphorical for Taiwan's early homes.

In addition, in order to reflect the interesting scenes captured during the visit to the brewery, the design team carefully selected
the machines and equipment with the stainless steel finish. Linear light fixture represent the conveying pipe as a design
vocabulary, orderly decorating the ceiling throughout the space. The interesting part is that the wood of the local lamp tube
components is the common railing handrail of Taiwanese homes of the early years. Yang said: "The light fixture is a modern
product but you can read a collage of old elements just like the iron screen partition behind the bar. In fact, it is a commmon iron
window grille re-purposed from an old house.” Composition of the simple materials along with an appropriate lighting strategy,
the space emits a simple tranquil beauty clearly distinctive from typical bars.




