Very Man Noodle Pension
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Designer ; Shry-Fong Hu

Participant; C. Y. Yang

Photographer ; Sam

Category ; restaurant / Commercial Space

Location ; Taichung

Materials ; cement, recycled wood, dyed wood, metal board, wood
pattern plastic tile

Size; 201 m

Design period ; Jan.-Apr. 2011

Construction ; Mar.-May 2011
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After the completion of the Ren-Yi Dental Clinic, Shry-Fong Hu was totally
intrigued by the environmental friendly topic so he personally traveled to
Holland and visited Piet Hein Eek, a famous furniture designer to ask the
secrets of using recycled wood to fabricate his designs. Hu leaned from Piet
and then came up with his own way of using recycled material such as in his
most recent projects like this one -"Very Man" restaurant. Before the actual
work started on this project Hu collected many furniture pieces from the
1960's or 1970's and then re-assembled them into many interesting pieces.
These reconstructed pieces are not just fun art pieces; they also bring an
emotional link to the past. Furthermore, Hu's intention to reuse abandoned
materials did emphasize the crucial perspective that mankind confronts an
ever increasing deteriorating environment.
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1. Reconstructed furniture pieces, derived from 1960's and 1970's furniture 2. Reconstructed old furniture pieces set behind the reception table
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3. Several clusters in the spatial
layout 4. Timber ceiling and its
constructed way brings back old
memories 5. Details of the low
partition 6. Material used in the
circulation passage 7. Material
used for the reception table
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8. New and old elements join together to form a hyper modern impression 9. Timber members on the ceiling are similar to a genuine timber structure system 10.
Lighting ambience is varied in the different quarters 11. Low partitions divide different quarters relieve the spatial pressure on customers
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Design Concept

For the designer, the challenge of this restaurant design was to introduce a
fun idea rather simply satisfy pure pragmatic needs. Therefore the layout
addresses dining culture and its transformation from Taiwan's past to the
present day.

Very Men sells noodles, a very typical daily food. Hu's solution recalls that
simple experience while adding a certain fun to the space.

The plan has several seating clusters, and each has its own individual spatial
quality. The ceiling exhibits a timber framework as if it was a genuine structure
like an old barn.

Recycled wood members play an important role in this space such as the
partitions that divide one cluster from another. Age scars and the entire rustic
surface construct a sensation where past and present meet in the space. Even
the uneven strokes of the cement brushes left on the main wall give a
message of time. The furnishing members like an old hanging lamps, aged
cabinetry and so on reconstruct a surreal mood of enigmatic signs. The space
looks for a new way to narrate stories of past; it is not nostalgia but rather a
reborn story of what we expect of food and service.
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12. Low partitions link perfectly with the old elements 13. Plan 14. Lavatory 15.
Partition and lighting detail design
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16. The mixed arrangement of old lighting fixtures, medicine cabinet, and other old furnishing elements exhibits a surreal picture 17. Lighting fixtures in the walking
passage and it's wiring detail 18. Lighting fixtures and their details in the walking passage 19. Circulation passage is an extension of the interior
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Material Analysis

Mortar surface: mortar paste brushstrokes on the surface of the main
partitions leave uneven and unfinished surfaces.

Recycled timber members: The material makes up the internal
partition between one zone and another. Other old materials like
abandoned furniture pieces give the space a surreal sensation.

Dyed metal board: Metal board used in this space directly contrasts
with the organic and aging wood member; the tension builds up a
dialogue between the past and present.

Wood pattern plastic tiles: the pattern and color harmonize well with
the texture of recycled wood partition and sends a message of
passage of time.




