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Designers | X-Line Design / Chih-Chung Shen

Photographer | Kuomin Lee

Category | Residence

Location] Taiwan

Materials | gilt titanium plate, veneer, special paint, leather, steel member
Size | 304m?

Project year ] 2020
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Chih-Chung Shen
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X-Line Design Co., Ltd / Chih-Chung
Shen

Chih-Chung Shen graduated from
University of the Arts London in 1998.
After returning to Taiwan, he founded
X-Line Design Co., Ltd. in 2005, then set
up Chih Chung Shen Union Design Co.,
Ltd in 2013, and serves as both director
and design director. The firm’ s design
concept is to explore the essence of
space through a constructed “linear
tension.” This allows the study of the
flowing relationship between spaces
as well as the constant relationship
between human perceptions and space.
The practice has received numerous
awards, including 2019 London Design
Award, 2019 The Best of Canada Design
Award, 2016 A' Design Award, TID gold
awards in year 2008, 2011, 2012, and
2014, etc. In 2017, Chih-Chung Shen
served as a jury member of the Italian
A' Design Award & Competition. At the
same time, he was invited to participate
in cross-strait speeches.
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1. Dark color is the basic tone of the
residence. 2. Balcony view in the
elevator court.
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3. Windows in four directions. 4. Ample view in the public zone. 5. Light and shade create rich layering in the space. 6. Fire lace lighting show.
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What is beauty in a living space is questionable, and a wonderment to many, but Chih-Chung Shen clearly states that beauty in
a residence depends on a proper relationship between man-made objects and nature. In this recently completed project, Shen
took advantage of the unit, which accepts natural light from four directions and an extra-large balcony to invite nature in as a
main element to the space. Light accepted into the space dialogues with dark interior furnishing colors so they mingle together
like a Chinese ink painting.

This apartment will accommmodate five family members, and each will have an independent living unit. Besides the basic living
demands, there is a reading room and music room. The entry provides immediate access to a balcony full of greenery and an
unusual outdoor cooking space, good for social events like barbecues. The living space has a forked path leading directly to
the master bedroom. The living room is designated in a position where a grand piano is placed and joins with the dining room.
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An opaqgue lighting fixture placed between the dining room and living
room creates a sensible tactile object for the family.

Behind the dining room is lined up the three bedrooms for young
boys. A stand-up style piano hidden behind a cabinet, can be
retrieved when needed. The reading room is like a box inserted into
a quarter of the family room. The boys’ bedrooms vary in color, style
and other settings depending on their ages, but to secure their safety
the materials adopted are mostly soft and natural such as leather,
fabric, and woodwork.
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7. Living room. 8. Grand piano is a visual focus in the
living space. 9. Gilt titanium plates and mirror release the
weight of the surrounding objects.
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10. Master bedroom in an intimate comfort. 11. Audio-video entertainment room. 12. Reading room shaped by a box inserted into the shell. 13. Plan.
14. Boy’s room and detail treatment of table and window. 15. Boy’s room and the quality of ample natural light. 16. Three boys’ room have similar

materials and color systems while varying in design style.

A DT Material Analysis I — SESEEEEL Communication Note

1. ERZEEAERME » (EREE[EE NMLREBTERIE - £ 1. XESEETRER - BFZEEERRAREASERAS - 2. —RADOHEBELRLE »
HAB(EENERE - 2. #53X ~ SREMME S AR - $3{bi3 TR FTRBILUBEAERERE ~ fiZ5E - RIRESFZEEEZER] - 3. —RISZEER—
IEREREERE  SUEARMERERER - BEHEESHERINR HERETEES - BMETEREBEAZESIIERNE - W\BE - BRERE » B35

EEREE - = L -
1. Materials were used to dialogue with light and create rich 1. Client loves dark color and expected a modern and avant-garde living style.
layering in a space which has many dark color furniture pieces 2. Program includes basic functional spaces, four bedrooms, piano room, audio-
and color furnishings. 2. Gilt titanium plate and mirror material video entertainment room, and a reading room. 3. The three boys’ rooms adopted
are clad under the main beams to release its weight and sizes. similar material but have variation in their interior settings.
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Ink painting space

Client loves that his new residence is unique through the use of black as the
main color tone. Shen proposed using Chinese ink paintings as inspiration and
built the space like said paintings. Natural light is like the water that saturates
the ink to create rich layering. Chinese painting is also unique in its brush
strokes which create textures that imitate nature and this technique directed
Shen’s selection of materials such as polished surface dyed veneer, foggy
surface marble, gilt titanium plate, and mirror to manage a rich contrast and
variation in black shades.

Light is a crucial element in this residence and large windows allow not just
good light to come in but also good ventilation. Artificial lighting is treated —or N 5 13
seriously and it illuminates the darkness while offering an intimate ambience

fit for different spaces. Spotlighting in comfortable neutral white provides basic functional lighting; linear lighting on the floor,
cabinetry and turning positions is also provided. There are several designer lighting fixtures placed in selective positions; they
are treated like art pieces and illuminate thee space to flavor the overall ambience.

Shen said that many clients treat their home as a dream-come-true territory and sometimes this insistence turns out to be a
nightmare. He always suggests his client have a good balance between real living demands and fantasy to maintain a good
balance so a perfect design solution will be realized.
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